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Abstract

This paper focuses on the fertility development and family policy in
the Netherlands. This is a part of the research project, a comparative
study of low fertility and family policy in developed countries (the
research grant for Policy Sciences Promotion Project by the Japanese
Ministry for Health and Welfare No0.10100101). The purpose of this
three-year research project is to clarify the trends and determinants
of fertility, and the policy responses to low fertility and their
effects in developed societies, and to explore the policy implications
for Japan.

Reviewing the research reports of NIDIO Netherlands Interdisciplinary
Demographic Instituted and using the statistical data of Council of Europe
(CD-ROM: 2002) and other source, we analyzed 1) Trends and determinants
of attitudes and behaviors regarding fertility and the family, 2) Family
policy measures to cope with changes in fertility and the family and

their effects

The important findings are:
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1. In the Netherlands, like Germany, Austria and Switzerland, the social
norm for making small families established before World War 11 shaped
the basic trend of the fertility decline after the postwar baby boom
and caused the continuous postponement of marriage and the first child
bearing. In the case of the Netherlands, however, the fertility level
before World War Il was exceptionally high and the postwar baby boom
lasted long and recorded at peak 3.22 in 1961. According to Lesthaeghe®s
study(2001), the Netherlands indicate the higher catching up rate after
30 in cumulative cohort fertility than Germany and Austria. Therefore,
in recent years, the total fertility rate has again increased marginally
(from 1.5 to 1.6 in the 1980s and early 1990s to the current level of
1.7). This tendency 1is varied from other countries, not by the
differences in family policy but by the traditional pattern in family

formation (i.e. fertility concentration in late or early ages).

2. The low extra-marital births ratio, the high part-time job ratio
among married women in the Netherlands indicate the conservative
attitudes for marriage and child bearing. The dominant value
orientation that children should be at least partly be looked after by
one of the parent (women still provides the majority of care) did not

change.

3. In the Netherlands, the unique work sharing system was introduced
originally not as family policy but as labor and social welfare policy
for the establishment of so called "Polder Model® since the Wassenaar
agreement in 1982. This system evidently contributed to promote the
female labor participation and to improve the child rearing environment,
but no explicit impacts on periodical or cohort fertility have been

observed until today.
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